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Theological Education in East Asia
ARTHUR M. AHLSCHWEDB AND ARTHUR C RBPP

to the 196S convention of the Synod to
be held at Detrait, June 16-26. The following is a summary of the team's report.

INTR0DUcn0N

I

n response to the 1962 All-Asia Conference of missions afliliated with The
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, the
OBSBRVATI0NS
Synod in convention in Oeveland, Ohio,Board
encouraged the
for World Missions
We arrived in India on Oct. S and left
to "upgrade its seminaries" in Asia and to the Philippines on Nov. 1. During the
four full weeks on the field we visited our
"bring recommendations on the establishfive Asian seminaries, three other Lutheran
ment of a graduate seminary in the Orient
seminaries, and four Protestant seminaries
to the next convention of the Synod" _ three in India (Trivandrum, Bangalore.
(Resolution 2-22, 1963 Proceedings, Scrampore) and a fourth in Baguio City.
p.98). The Board for World Missions, Because of a typhoon in Hong Kong we
therefore, sponsored a second All-Asia were forced to reroute our plans, and with
Conference at Baguio City Philippines the change we found it impossible to visit
(Oct. 19-29, 1964), to which 26 persons the seminary at Taiwan as a team. Howwere invited, including representatives ever, Ahlschwede left the Baguio City
from six Asia countries and training cen- conference before it was over and, acters, the India Evangelical Lutheran companied by Walter Wolbrecht, ExecuChurch, the Lutheran World Federation, tlve Director of The Lutheran Church and the Board for World Missions. Nine- Missouri Synod, made a brief visit to the
teen study papers dealing with various seminary in Taiwan. Prior to this, both
aspects of theological education in Asia Ahlschwede and Repp went over the ezwere presented by participants from the tensive Taiwmt seminary report with PresAsian church.
conference
ident Halamb ,luring the
days
In preparation for this conference the at Baguio.
Board for World Missions invited Arthur
During the course of our visit we met
M. Ahlschwede, executive secretary for the with the adminisr.rators, the faculties, the
Board for Higher Education, and Arthur boards of control, and the students of our
C Repp, academic dean of Concordia Sem- seminaries. In sevcnl insamca we weie
inary, St. Louis, to visit the Asian semi- able to meet with locaJ rnissimaries who
naries and on the basis of their findings were not affiliated with the seminaries. In
lead a series of panel discussions at the India, the Philippines, and Hoog Koog.
conference with representatives of the discussions with missionaries were quite
respective serninari"S. At the conclusion extensive. Where possible, we attended
of the meeting the study team made a classes and bad conversations with students
report to the Board for World Missions to outside of classes. In addition we bad the
assist it ia making its recommendations privilege of attending public woah.ip with
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the brethren in India, Hong Kon& and Furthermore, the missionary is always
tempted to put a value judgment
the on
the Philippines.
even
when
they
do
not
impinge
differences,
We were impressed more th:in ever with
upon
the
Gospel,
as
though
his
thought
the essential importance of theological edupatterns,
his
social
structure,
and
his
way
cntion for our foreign fields, an evaluation
of
life
were
better.
The
awareness
of
the
which is presumably shared by the board
important
religious
pattern
is
particularly
and is one of its working principles. The
conviction that a national clergy is a neces- when dealing with western theological
sity for a national church, which we gained formulations whose stated or unstated
through prior study, was confirmed over antitheses always deal with a Westem
and over again. The church cannot hope situation often totally irrelevant to the
to become firmly established in any country Eastern mind or culture.
Where the church recognizes the fact
unless it arises out of the soil with a
national ministry. The missionary at his that theological education is not an option
very best is only a passing herald and at but a must, it will be prepared to accept
his worst refieas the image of a colonialist the high price tag attached tO the task
or a foreign interloper. Obviously a mis- in terms of patience, time, energy, and
sionary is needed to start the work. He will money. The Boord for World Missions is
continue as a sort of stopgap only until therefore to be commended for its concern
the time is ripe when the national church to upgrade its theological seminaries, for
can take over. Since the national church it is ultimately a question whether we
can gain a sense of responsibility only will continue to have the responsibility to
when it has been given responsibility, the preach the Gospel in Asia tomorrow.
home base must, through its missionaries,
By the nature of the case this report will
be ready to deliver itself of its responsi- be somewhat aitical of theological educabilities as soon as possible, even at the tion in Asia. We understand that this was
risk of cost in time, money, and efficiency. our responsibility when we were invited to
The foreign missionary continues to be dif- make the study. A aitical but construaive
ferent even where he has mastered the report will enable the board tO make
national language, for he is never quite recommendations t0 the Synod in the hope
able to bridge the gap in communications of suengthening the Synod's theological
with the people, the national clergy, and education program as soon as possible.
the community. Even more aitical is the Although our report is aitical, it should
inability of any foreign church and its not be regarded as a personal refiection on
representative to cross the culture gap anyone involved in our foreign seroinaril!!S.
between East and West. 'Ihe missionary's We were repeatedly impressed with the
dress, standard of livin& and thought pat- consecration of all the men who have been
tern are constant reminders that he and called to serve at our seminaries and are
his "church" are different and foreign. The fully aware that no human effort is being
culture lag manifests itself not only in the spared in the work assigned to them. Furliving and the thought pattemS but also thermore, our theological teachers and
in the religious pattern of the country. missionaries have gained tremendous in-
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sights in their study and application of
certain doctrines. As a whole they seem
to have a much better grasp of the Biblical
meaning of the church and its ministry
than is found in the States. By the nature
of their work and their isolation they have
been forced to wrestle directly with the
issues and by and large have come up with
clear, New Testament concepts. As a
result they have now in their possession an
explosive Scriptural truth which has farreaching implications for the Synod and
for the organization of national churches.
It is our hope that the home church will
not frustrate their Biblical vision because
of an apparent lag on its part. The men,
one and all, have proved their loyalty to the
Word and to the Lutheran Confessions,
even thol1gh the latter cannot be truly
relevant for the Asian church in their
present form.

Facttlty
At all the seminaries one of the major
problems is the matter of smfting. There
are only two national professors on all our
staffs who are teaching theological subjects
(India and Japan). Presently there are
only three full-time instructors in each
of the seminaries in India, Japan, and the
Philippines. Neither Hong Kong nor Taiwan has a single full-time faculty member.
There are eight different persons teaching
at Hong Kong with a reaching load equivalent to 1.8 full-time professors. Part-time
instructors are academically valid only if
they .represent a small percentage of the
teaehing sta1f. A school that has eight different part-time insttucton not only lacks
in stability and single-minded direction,
but presents an impossible situation, especially when there is a continuous staff turnover. It is even questionable whether a
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small conference such as that at Hoag
Kong can be expected to have eight men
who arc qualified to teach at a theological
seminary. The minimum staff should
normally consist of four professors. While
this may not be attainable at .first, it must
remain the minimum goal for which all
seminaries should strive.

Lang1111ge
One of the major handicaps in theological training in Asia, is, of course, the inability to provide enough men who can
speak a national language. This handicap
is increased by the fact that in all places
except Japan more than one national
language is in use. Hence most of the
seminaries are multilingual. However,
English is frequently a common denominator, and this makes it possible to do
some teaching in that language. This fact
is both an advantage and an additional
handicap. The use of English may discourage a more general use of a national
language and become a contributing cause
in the failure to .recognize that, at best,
English is a second language. Even those
who can use English .reasonably well are
consmntly struggling with language and
thought patterns which make communication very clif6cult. One can never be ca:tain whether a theological professor is
communicating to his students in a reasonably precise manner. While a national will
also have a language problem with another
national language or dialect, the thought
and culture patterns will be much the
same. Hong Kong and Taiwan have additional problems. Most of the work is clone
with Chinese who have come in from the
mainland and who speak Mandarin. However, the Ioca1 people in Hong Kong speak
Cantonese, and the nadonals of Taiwan,
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Taiwanese. Assuming that the children of
the refugees will become assimilated with
the new counuy, it would seem that the
seminaries should place an ever greater
emphasis on Cant00ese and Taiwanese.

Objt1&ti11es of lht1 Fielrl
However, there is an even more important consideration that must be met
and solved if any of the other solutions
are to have long range meaning. In a few
instances it became apparent that the objectives of the Synod's work in a given field
do not seem to be clearly spelled out. Unless the objectives are clear it .remains
difficult to determine just what kind of
clergy are needed.

objectives will have to come to grips with
the implications of the doarioe of the
church. Even where a defensible objective
may be set up in terms of preaching the
Gospel to the heathen rather than on
proselytizing or on capitalizing on the
defections from other Christian churches,
each mission field needs a clear set of objectives. Formulating acceptable objectives
is not the msk only of the missionaries
already called to a field. It .remains primarily the responsibility of the Board for
World Missions, who must help the missionaries chart their course.

Cum&11l11m
Since the curriculum cannot be better
It is an oversimplification to say that than its objectives, it became obvious that
we are in the Philippines, for example, to curriculum planning .remains as one of the
preach the Gospel to the heathen, when unsolved problems at most of the schools.
theoretically ten elevenths of the popula- The tendency very often is to make the
tion is nominally Christian. &e we thue seminary into a .replica of the seminaries
to "invade the nine elevenths who are in Sr. Louis o.r Springfield. This becomes
Roman Catholic, who are admittedly often apparent in some of the courses which have
quite pagan? A.re we to take cognizance of been developed. The.re is fu.rthe.r evidence
the faa that a change is taking place in that planoiog and coordination is somethe Roman Catholic Church in the Phil- times lacking. This is to be expected when
ippines? O.r are we there to reach the a school is staifed by a faculty composed
one eleventh who are still outside of the largely of pa.rt-tirne teachers.
church's in11uence? Or are we there, perSerious study of the cu.r.riculum is neceshaps, to uodergird or to strengthen the sary, pa.rticula.rly in the field of systematic
ezistiog churches? JI so, our theological theology, since the Lutheran Coofessioos
education will have to take a cillferent play such an important part in this area
direction. Since the Filipinos are so hungry of theology. While we .recognize that the
for education, it would seem that one de- place of the confessions is pan of a larger
fensible objective might be to tty to reach probler:n of the church, it is essential that
the future leaden of the Philippines by the Lutheran Confessions be evaluated in
concenuatiog oo campus work. Other the light of the local situatioo. Io smue
options ftCDrnrneod tbernselves, such u
instances the confessions have not even
mass commuoicatioos, Jay training. and the been uanslated into the national Janguaae,
like. Similar problems face us in other or they have been translated in an unsatiso■dooal areas. Purtbermore, the Synod's factory manner. A mo.re important prob-
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1em is that the confessions to 1L large degree
address
to Western conditions
themselves
arising out of the Reformation, which are
not always relevant in 20th<entury Asia.
Conceivably one could, even with understanding, accept the Lutheran Confessions
and still not come to grips in IL confessional way with the far more important
religious situ:ation which confronts the
Asian churches in terms of animism, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc.
There is a tremendous need for good
theologic:al texts, especially in systematic
and practical theology. Some of the texts
commonly used in the Lutheran Church in
the United States are usually inadequate
in Asia. The occ:asional practice of translating homiletical studies originally intended for German Lutherans during the
early part of the 20th century for use by
Asian nationals today seems to be highly
questionable.
S1tttltmls

As far as one could tell, the students
seemed to be IL consecrated group of individuals highly desirous of serving the
Lord. The schools are to be commended in
their effort to maintain high academic
standards. Since the East is seething everywhere with a desire for higher Standards
of education, it is mast important that high
levels will also be sought after in the development of the clergy of a national Lutheran church. In several of the countries
the image of the Christian clergy is not
amactive to the average or better-thanaverage educated national. Japan has the
enviable record in that all its students are
graduated from acaeditcd colleges or universities. The program is evidently on
solid footing, primarily because of the outstanding pioneer work of Dr. 0. H. Theiss.
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Getting high-level trained students may
prove to be inaeasingly difficult as the
years go on in view of the faa that industry and government are able to make
such attractive offers even to students on
the secondary level Some caution needs
to be expressed against admitting colloquy
students who do not have the necessary
academic background.

.lftlmi11islrt1lio•
Sound administrative principles are certainly not followed when in some of the
seminaries members of the faculty serve
on the board of controL We realize this
may be necessary when almost half of the
conference is represented on the faculty,
but this practice is not conducive to good
administration. We are convinced that the
Synod must continue co take a long and
hard look at those who are suggested as
possible candidates co head a seminary.
The men must nor only be acquainted with
the kind of work necessary in the field but
must have administrative ability and more
than a surface understanding of theological
training.
Administration is bound to suffer where
there are many part-time insuuaors, since
this practice fosten disorganization in the
normal course of events. There were
instances where a knowledge of the course
content of the various classes was Jacking
on the part of the responsible administrator. Often course outlines or syllabi
were unavailable for a new professor or
part-time instrUCtOr. Ocasiooally the academic and financial records were poorly
kept or a weak relationship existed between the seminary and the area business
office.
We understand that in some cases appointments to the faculty are made by the
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local conferences without a voice or vcro
power by the baud of control or the president. 'Ibis, again, is a division of authority
and adds to the clifliculties of maintaining
dident administration.

Laulio11 t1ntl Ft1cilili11s
The facilities in India are undoubtedly
the most outstanding of all seminaries.
The Philippine seminary seems to be
ideally located in many respects, although
there might still be a question whether it
is advisable to have this school so far off
center from Manila, where the impormnt
libraries and schools aue now located.
Looking to the future, it is, of course, very
possible that Baguio City may also develop
into a more important educational center.
The location of the Hong Kong seminary appears to be somewhat unforturu1.te,
especially since it was indicated that "this
property was chosen only when we lost
hope of obtaining full-time men for a
seminary and resigned ourselves to the
need for getting along with part-time men."
The aamped quartas leave much to be
desired for healthy student life. The same,
of course, may also be said of the location
in Japan.
In every instance
libraries
the
proved to
be inadequate. This was the case particularly in Taiwan, Hong Kon& and Japan,
and to some degree also in the Philippines.
The libnry collec:tioo in India loob good
only by conaast. In one instance the book
collection comprised less than 200 lineal
feet. Eveiy seminary should be expected
to include the libnry in its opemting
budget. Since the 1ade.mic level of any
acbool is IO depeodeot Oil its libnry facili.
ties for faculty and students, the need for
improring the libraries is very mgeot.
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Contt1ct wilb Otbttr Llllbttrns
We believe that a major effort toWUd
upgrading our seminaries can be made by
closer cooperation with other Lutheran
seminaries in the field. We were very
pleased to hear of the steps planned in
India and Japan. Since the Philippine
seminary is the only Lutheran seminary in
the country, it does not have the advantage
of the others in this respect.
We were disrurbed by the fact that the
two seminaries which need the most help
have not made any important clfort to
work toward a better understanding with
their Lutheran neighbors, and, in a beginning way, plan for some future cooperative work. While the Hong Kong seminary
is making use of one of the staff members
of the Sha Tin seminary, this is not a
change of policy but a move of desperation
to get someone to teach Koinc Greek.
There have been no theologicnl discussions
between the two seminaries. The facilities
and the staff of Sha Tin are certainly much
better than our own facilities, and we could
only gain by any kind of cooperative endeavor that may be devised. It is unfortunlltc that the Taiwan seminary is located
at such a distance from the other Lutheran
seminary at Taichung, which for the
moment makes continued contact diflicult,
if not impossible.
RECOMMENDATIONS

On the basis of our study and observation we respectfully r11commntl the following to the Board for World Missions:
1. That where it has not as yet been done,
field objectives be
as I00ll
u possible, not only to guide the missionaries in the
but

fo
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also to make it possible for the semitheir objectives;
naries to
2. That a planned and concerted cll'ort be
made on the part of the Board for
World Missions to give the various seminaries continued professional help in
order to lay a strong foundation for
gooc:l theological education. We hope
that the board will be able to give the
recommendations of the Second .AllAsia Conference serious consideration
by the appointment of an administrator
whose special concern will be the development of theological eduaition in
the foreign fields, and if possible, at an
early date supply the seminaries with
a consultant who can give them on-thefield assistance;
5. That it provide the necessary tmined
personnel for e1fective theological education. This may mean that the board
will have to postpone entering new
fields and concentrate on the work already begun. No one knows how much
time there is left for the W cstern
church to give direct help to its brethren
in Asia, but the international situation
is of such a nature that promise of an
extended period of time seems quite
dim. This is true not only in New
Guinea but also in Hong Kong and
Taiwan. The present turmoil in Viet
Nam may easily affect India, the Philippines, and Japan;
4. That it supply the field with short-term
help until long-term professionals can
be called into the field. Such shortterm help may be given particularly
in the field of exegetical theology and
perhaps in early church history. It is
much more difficult to supply help in
the area of systematic theology and
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formulate
practical theology due to the vast differences in the thought patterns and
social structure of the fields. However,
in-service training may be given to missionaries and faculty members by offering lecture series through the use of
personnel from the States. The board
is to be commended for engaging
Thomas Coates for Japan and Karl Rutz
for the Philippines;
5. That a large grant be obtained to establish a cmsh program for the purchase
of books, serials, and periodicals for the
seminary libraries. This should be done
through a special grant of not less than
$50,000, and preferably $75,000, part
of the fund to be used to give the schools
professional help in the purchase of
books and the maintenance of good
library studies;
6. That the fields be encouraged to provide
literature suitable for the training of
theological students and the continued
education of its .ministry. Such work
must not be done merely through the
translation of standard works but by
producing original material in the vernacular, preferably written by nationals;
7. That every effort be made to make use
of the facilities of other Lutheran theological seminaries in the countries where
this can be done without compromising
any Scriptural principles. The seminary
in India should be encouraged to proceed in its plans for closer cooperation
with Gurukul Lutheran Theological
College and Research Institute in
Madras. The Tokyo seminary should be
encouraged to continue working with
the seminary of the Japan EvanseJ.ical
Lutheran Church and, if possible, to
cooperate with them in the establish-
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ment of a seminary on the campus of
latemational Christian University. Our
seminary in Hong Koog should be
strongly urged to coordinate its facili.
ties with the Luthcmn Theological
Seminary in Hong Kong (Sha Tin).
The board may wish to reconsider the
location of the seminary in Chia Yi,
Taiwan, or find a way to coopemte with
the Lutheran seminary in Taichung.
Some thought may still be given to
whether it is necessary to have two
struggling seminaries, one in Hong Kong
and the other in Taiwan, but this question may best be resolved by closer
coordination with existing Lutheran
facilities. The Board for World Missions should strongly urge the Synod to
adopt the 'Theologial Principles to
Guide the Development of Missions
and the Relationship Between the
Synod
and
Various
Dependent
Churches" formulated by the Synod's
Cornrnis,cif)Q on Theology and Oiurch
Relations. ( See the article by Carl A.
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Gaertner in this issue.) The Board foe
World Missions is further urged to
recommend an extension of these principles in line with sound Saiptural and
Confessional principles so that the work
of the Gospel may not be hindered by
human restrictions;
8. That it encourage gifted young nationals
to continue their theological education
in graduate study and thereby supply
the national churches with a pool of
theologicilly trained men who may be
used as its future professors, administrators, writers, and conference leaders.
We do not feel that an all-Asia graduate
school should be considered at this time.
aoser cooperation with existing facilities
may soon make this possible in Japan and
India. If graduate work is necessary for
Hong Kong and Taiwan, this can perhaps
be best done for the present by sending
students to a seminary located in a somewhat related culture, such as Japan or

India.
St. Louis, Mo.
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